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If you missed my email earlier this week, I have some important news – PCA FIRST SATURDAY IS 
BACK! We will be meeting via Zoom on Saturday, May 2, at 9:00 am. Click on this link to join - 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88633418286. If you don’t have Zoom yet, install it on your laptop or PC. 
If you want a specific calendar invitation from Outlook, email me at curt@curthamiltonlaw.com and I 
will send you one. I encourage you to get into your favorite car, set your smart phone or laptop on 
your dash, get some coffee and a doughnut (or whatever else) and click on the link above to call in. 
Emily will be in our driveway or garage, and I will be behind the wheel of my new virtual Cayman 
GT4 which I bought this week for $11.95. I’ve heard that at least one member might be driving to D-
Patrick and Zooming in from there. Just go to your favorite spot in your Porsche, check the wifi 
service, and call in. And be ready to rev your motor some; I’m hoping we can all do that together 
and smoke out this crazy Covid virus.  



Also, I want to update anyone who is interested on my iRacing progress. Wow – it is difficult and 
FAR TOO REALISTIC. There are different levels of licenses in iRacing; I am starting out at the 
Rookie level, like everyone else. I have a Logitech G29 and pedals and my computer is now set up 
correctly. I’ve been running around some tracks in a Mazda MX-5 Cup car, including practice 
sessions. The car is no Porsche; it is underpowered and tends to understeer in sharp turns, 
especially the downhill Corkscrew turn at Laguna Seca. That is the suggested car for Rookie 
license participation, so I am trying to master it first.  

The idea with iRacing.com is not just to improve positions in races, but to do it safely and cleanly, 
without wrecking. Kind of like in real life I suppose. I’ve hit the wall and destroyed my car plenty of 
times, but with a click of the Escape key, I get an entirely new ride and it only costs me some 
wounded pride. We can also establish teams and race together. I’d love to join up with some region 
members and run the PCA series when it resumes in the fall. It is limited only to PCA Club 
members, so there aren’t going to be too many 13 year old kids trying to run us off the road. I hope 
some of you will consider coming along on the iRacing ride. 

Otherwise, I hope you are all doing well. Stay safe, wash your hands, and I will see you on 
Saturday morning! 

- Curt 

  

 

Jetpacks and faster horses 

Henry Ford is credited with saying, “If I’d asked people what they wanted, they would have said 
Faster Horses”  

On the other hand, Daniel H. Williams wrote the book “Where’s My Jetpack?”, showing many of the 
things that were promised to us in “Popular Mechanics” magazine and the back of our comic books 
(along with Charles Atlas ads, and the opportunity to sell “Grit” newspapers).  

We still don’t have personal robots to cook and clean, no jetpacks, no flying cars, no household 
helicopters, (my personal favorite), etc.  

Change is here, and electric cars are a reality. In time the range issue will be dealt with, but I think 
the sound we all love so much is on borrowed time. Even the more recent Porsche sports cars have 
lost their distinctive Porsche wail due to being turbocharged.  

As auto enthusiasts, the advent of electric cars seems to portend the end of our passion, but the 
light bulb and airplane were both ridiculed at first. The light bulb was dismissed as nothing more 
than a laboratory toy, and airplanes were scoffed at as being a curiosity only for rich daredevils.  

Self-driving electric cars are already improving by leaps and bounds, but we still aren’t sure what 



this means in the big picture. Hopefully it means cross-country trips with the family at triple-digit 
speeds. Fingers crossed.  

Porsche producing electric cars this early in the game is a smart move, placing them in the 
development period of the technology and not in a race to catch up with other manufacturers. 
Although some may argue, the Taycan is a real Porsche; when you drive one you will see what I 
mean. I drove the Taycan Turbo S (evidently someone didn’t get the memo on turbos and what 
they do) at DPatrick before the car was sold. Sliding into the driver’s seat I was immediately 
comfortable. The car drives and handles like a Porsche, granted a heavy Porsche, but stomping the 
accelerator will impress even 911 Turbo S owners. It is that fast, and although it doesn’t have that 
Porsche scream, it does make some cool sounds. The car also has the beginnings of fully capable 
self-driving ability, although I’d hate to think that’s something anyone would look for in a Porsche.  

In the end, it looks like our “faster horses” are going to be electric, self-driving cars. The only bright 
spot I can see in this is that once fully automated cars are a reality, can flying cars be far behind? 
No jetpacks though… 

Stay Safe, Stay Healthy, 

- Rich 
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Here is our club’s Treasury Report:  
  
Previous balance                                         $  5,193.10 

New Balance                                               $   5,193.10 

  

  

- Criss 
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Motion, he said, was tranquility. Why, he wondered, do people walk, since God gave them feet that 
fit automotive pedals? 

Does the name Stirling Moss ring a bell? It should but you will be forgiven for not recognizing the 
name if you are a few decades younger than me. He passed away on April 12 at the age of 90. 
Stirling was considered by many during his racing years to be the best driver in the world. He 
retired at 33 after a terrible accident. At the time, I was still a kid in High School, with a fresh driver's 
license and crazy about sports cars. Stirling Moss was legendary. 

He had raced for 14 years, won 212 of his 529 races in events that included Grand Prix, sports cars 
and long-distance rallying, in 107 different types of car. The New York Times published an obituary 
that I invite you to read for the sheer joy of meeting this larger-than-life figure. Here is a link: 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/12/obituaries/stirling-moss-dead.html 

A note: Dave Hostetter reminded me that his son is named for Stirling for this reason. 

Another note: The New York Times limits viewing of its website pages to just a few each month if 
you are not a subscriber. If you try to access this article, it should appear unless you have 
exceeded free views for the month. I can email a copy to you if you have trouble. 

One more note: If you join us on Zoom this Saturday from your computer or via phone or tablet in 
your car, please ask someone in your household to take a picture of you and send it to me for the 
website. A shot from a cellphone will be fine. Or do a selfie if you can manage to while participating 
on Zoom. 

Be safe. Stay healthy. Have fun. 

- Jerry 

  

 

Interested? 

I’m happy to act as guide to this event.  If you are considering going and would like to organize a 
group.   I would like to get an idea of how many people we are talking about so we can begin to 

discuss the event. 

Please email me at davehoss@fastmail.fm 



Dave Hostetter 

  

 

For Sale 

SCCA Autocross Car $59,900.00
 

  
Complete car as it sits with trailer and all the original stuff I took off it when prepping it for autocross. 
The car is a hoot to drive. I’ve had it for 22 years and now it’s time for someone else to enjoy it. 

 6 times the Championship car in SIR SCCA, ’01 ’02 ’05 ’07 ’10 ‘15 
 3.2 liter flat 6, turbocharged with electronic fuel and ignition control. 
 Porsche 930 4 speed transmission with close ratio gears 
 Heavier torsion bars, sway bars 
 Koni adjustable shocks 
 335/35/17 tires on 17” Bogart wheels 
 Many more things including original parts. Call me and we’ll talk. 

Contact: Paul Dornburg 

a911sc@bellsouth.net 

(270) 314-9069 
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   I suspect that as a group we are still doing much less away from home. As something of a car 
related activity, I have been holding off on some car related work, so I decided it was time to get it 
done. Now this is not Porsche work I was engaged in, but there is no reason it could not be. I 
suspect several of you are aware of my still having my very first car. I did not have a car to drive in 
high school or college. In college, I rode a 10 speed bicycle everywhere. I went to UE and lived in 
the upstairs at my folks home. It was an exciting life! 

     In 1976 when I graduated, and with a steady paycheck, (add comma) I decided I wanted a sports 
car. My dad was trying to talk me into a Chevy Nova. Even with his head shaking, I decided to buy 
a Fiat X19. In case you don’t know, it was a small Italian mid engine car. It had a free revving 
overhead cam 1290cc engine, 4 speed manual trans, independent strut suspension, and 4 wheel 
disk brakes. It has a removable hard shell top that stows inside the luggage space up front. The car 
weighed in at about 2200lbs and was affordable. It is nimble and well balanced although not “fast”. 
The other cars of that generation were small MG Midget, MGBs, Triumph Spitfire. Those cars had 
gotten a little long in the tooth in design and the then new government smog regulation in 1974 had 
choked performance as well as a requirement that bumpers be raised to a height that matched “big 
car” bumper height. The solution was to increase spring height rather than redesign the car which 
caused the car to have a significantly higher center of gravity. “Yuk !”  I was interested in the Datsun 
240Z or a Porsche 914, but I couldn’t quite afford those. Are you old enough to remember the good 
old days when a 914 was new ?!?!  

    After a few years I took a job that took me to southern Ohio. I had been active in SCCA autocross 
in Evansville and also did so in Columbus, Ohio. A few years later, I transferred to East TN with 
Alcoa and continued autocross there. Knoxville was a city that had 3 active Fiat dealers. There 
were plenty of cars and I had a good SCCA friend that had a Fiat service business. We came 
across a 1500cc engine from a crashed Fiat with less than 10k miles. I bought the engine and we 
proceeded to install a moderate perf cam, matched ports, modified the Weber carb with increased 
bore and rejetted, headers, exhaust, Marelli electronic engine, sway bars with nylon bushings, and 



performance springs. I also found a deal on a set of new X19 Koni adjustable strut inserts for all 
four corners. Sticky Yokohama rubber and I was ready to go. The X19 was a “momentum” car 
meaning you get speed by carrying the “best line” to maintain as much speed thru corners as 
possible. The X19 was a very competitive car against the Street Prepared class of cars in those 
days. Cheryl and I also used to take the X19 for weekend drives on the “Tail of the Dragon” road 
before it had the “name”. Back then it was an Alcoa service road and it was like a drive in 
“Deliverance” country.  

    After kids, the Autocross life changed. I’ve kept the car. I would take occasional drives, and keep 
it maintained. I took off the performance springs and the exhaust. The springs were too aggressive 
and the exhaust was not suited to a casual cruise…too much for Cheryl. 

     I have redone brakes/rotors over the years and replaced calipers on all 4 wheels. After close to 
another 20 years the calipers had started to stick again. The fronts are pretty easy to swap out and 
then I had to do a rear caliper which has a spring loaded emergency brake cable that operates the 
caliper. The emergency brakes work well but the calipers are a “pain” to change. I am convinced 
there must have been a special factory tool to compress the spring while you feed it into place. So 
the remaining caliper was starting to stick and I knew I needed to replace it also. In addition, I had 
become aware the strut tower bushings had become “stressed” and appeared to have become 
compressed as well as cracking. Time and age of supporting the car had taken its toll. There were 
also some fiber locating washers that helped locate the shock shaft through the strut housing and 
spring that needed to be replaced, and now was the time. I bought some new springs for the struts, 
that were available from a supplier in Texas of Alfa and Fiat performance parts. The was right and 
they were one step up in performance from street springs and probably one step down from my old 
autocross springs.  

      I started the job this week. I’ve done this kind of work before so I expected no surprises. I have 
spring compressors and an impact driver to remove the top nut from the strut which is necessary. 
As expected, replacing the needed caliper was a major pain. It is everything I was capable of doing 
and my hands suffered for it. But everything else went methodically. I cleaned all the parts as I 
went. Wheel wells do get dirty, even when you don’t drive in the wet! The struts and the reusable 
parts were cleaned up. Spring compressors are need to get the strut apart and back together. After 
a couple of days I finished…Yeah. 

   I went for the first drive this afternoon. I now think that I needed this more than I had realized. 
Small changes do sneak up on you. The one-step firmer than stock springs are just the right 
balance. I still enjoy the step back in time, in the car driving down a twisty road.  

   So, if you’ve done the math, I bought this car new in early 1976 and it is now it is 2020. That 
makes 44 years. Yikes…Besides the many sets of brake pads while I was autocrossing the car, the 
original calipers lasted about halfway, and now there are a second pair of calipers. If I can get 
another 20 years out of calipers, maybe I won’t need to do those rear ones again. Hmmm…enough 
of those thoughts. But, the same things that appealed to me years ago, with a lighter weight car, 
mid-engine layout, independent suspension, 4 wheel disc brakes, and nimble handling are the 
same forces that appeal to me in a Porsche. The mid-engined Porsches do all those things and are 
worlds better, besides going more than fast enough. For me, I guess it is not a surprise. 



  

Events    

With the nice days, I hope you occasionally get your Porsche out for a drive to somewhere, even 
though it may be just an expanded circle. It is good for a car's health to be started and run up to 
temp for a while. My current thoughts are that we are getting close to enjoying events much like 
what we have done before. There are still the guidelines of fewer than 10 people for now, but it is 
possible that soon those guidelines might be lifted and eating establishments may open again. We 
may still need to be conscious of some changes, but life can and will go on! 

I have a couple of ideas that we might be able to do first off, but be ready to go. I am ready, and 
have missed us enjoying our time together.                  

New Members 

None this month 

Susan and Jerry Jindrich do a great job of taking pictures of our events. Remember to visit our 
website to follow the action!  

http://www.sir-pca.org/  

Thanks, Mark 

  

SIR Calendar of Events   

  

SIR 2020 schedule 

  

Will be updated again once we determine when we will start again.  

  

Green - Scheduled SIR driving event. 

Blue - location to be determined. These are a non-driving events for SIR. 

Orange - Informational notation of other area/zone events of possible interest to our 
members 

Purple - Party/Social event. Does not include an SIR “sponsored drive” 

  



 Planning ahead gives you the best chance to avoid conflicts. 
Good times can happen to you when you 
participate!         Mark 

  

 Is your member info up to date? 

  

What all members need to do!!! 

Membership info…what we all need to do! 

      What I need to suggest is that we all need to sign onto the PCA website and review our personal 
info/data. Many of our members have cars listed they no longer own or have not listed new cars 
they have acquired. There are also addresses, phone numbers, etc that could be updated. 

      But, one of the most important opportunities you have as a member is to be able to identify a  

“Co-member” to your account. There is no extra cost to do so! The co-member allows for an email 
address of the co-member that will allow for communication from PCA but also more importantly 
from SIR. If your co-member likes to keep track of their own schedule for planning purposes or for 
club news, they can be sure to receive updates from SIR. They also have access and privilege to 
other PCA services and info.          

If you have not signed on to the PCA website for a while….it would help to have your member id, 
like on the front of your PCA ID card. If you remember your password, you are ready to go! If not, 
you can choose the “forgot password” path. Or, if it becomes too much of an issue, you can call 
PCA for help  Phone: (410) 381-0911 

        Still having trouble…I will try to help you get signed on.  

Once signed on, of course there is plenty of Porsche PCA news and info to look at.  

At the “home” page …place the cursor over  Membership, and then choose Account 

Then, choose “edit” which will display your personal data. Check it over for correctness. 

Then, next to account and under edit, select Membership (in red) which will allow you to create a 
co-member. Fill in all the info you can, add the email for communication from PCA and SIR and you 
are “good to go”.  Be sure to save each screen where you change or add info. The save will be at 
the bottom left (scroll down and down).     

   When it comes to adding the co-member, the only person that can do this is Member or by the 
member calling PCA…  Phone: (410) 381-0911 



If you need help or have questions I’ll do all I can. I’m more than happy to help you out. 

812-454 3035 

Mark 

 

Thanks for reading the newsletter and making SIRPCA the great club that it has become.    Please 
send comments, questions, criticism to me at davehoss@fastmail.fm or any SIR board 
member.  We need your feedback to make the newsletter and the club better in 2020!  Remember, 
please send me an article for the newsletter.  We’re always interested in your Porsche related 
experience!  

I also want to thank Jerry Jindrich for providing most of the graphics you see.  Jerry is an invaluable 
asset to the club.  He and Susan also take most of the pictures you see here and on the SIR PCA 
web site.   

In addition I would like to thank Jerry & Susan Jindrich for helping me proof the newsletter.  Another 
set of eyes is always good and appreciated. 

Dave 

  

  

                     

  

Contact Information 

President: Curt Hamilton, phone: (270) 748-2591, email: curt@curthamiltonlaw.com 

Vice-President: Rich Gustafson, phone: 317-341-2391, email: rpgustaf@gmail.com 



Secretary: Manuel Ramirez, phone: 812-449-0380, email: ramirezmainc@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Criss Yelton, phone: 270-826-3519, email: cmyelton5@gmail.com 

Event & Membership Chair: Mark Roethemeier, cell: 812-454.-3035, email: mark@roethemeier.net 

Safety Chair: Chris Hancock, phone: 812-760-4427, email: chancock.ee87@gtalumni.org    

Social Media Chair: Dee Dee Ramirez, phone: 615-517-4931, email: deedeeramirez819@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor: Dave Hostetter, phone: 618-204-3547, email: davehoss@fastmail.fm 

Webmaster: Jerry Jindrich, phone: 812-853-7693, email: jjindrich@meddybemps.com  

Past President: Phil Green, phone: 812-499.-6034, email: pjgreen@twc.com 

Public Relations Chair: Scott E. Klueh, phone: 812-499-2413, email: sklueh1@gmail.com 

SIR Club email: sirpca@gmail.com   

SIR Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/PCASouthernIndiana/ 

SIR Website: www.sir-pca.org  
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